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In  i860,  the  philanthropic  organization  known  as  the 
Alliance  Israelite  Universelle  was  formed  at  Paris,  and  to-day 
it  numbers  40,000  members,  of  every  nation,  united  in  a Cen 
tral  Committee  that  meets  in  Paris.  In  addition,  it  has  two 
co-operative  societies  that  work  upon  the  same  plan  and  may 
be  practically  called  a part  of  the  main  organization  — the 
Anglo-Jewish  Association,  of  England,  and  the  Israelitische 
Allianz  of  Vienna. 

It  is  emphatically  a benevolent  society  in  the  broader 
sense,  having  no  political  or  religious  bearing  in  any  direct 
way.  It  aims  to  promote  the  emancipation  and  moral  prog- 
ress of  the  Jewish  people  in  countries  where  they  are  still 
denied  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  extends  aid  to  those  who 
suffer  socially  and  politically  by  reason  of  their  being  Jews. 
As  stated  in  its  original  address,  the  Alliance  is  to  defend  the 
honor  of  Judaism  whenever  attacked,  to  encourage  labor  and 
useful  trades  and  professions,  to  fight  against  ignorance  and 
vice  due  to  baseless  prejudice,  to  promote  by  peaceful  means 
the  emancipation  of  brethren  still  oppressed  by  exceptional 
legislation,  and  to  perfect  general  freedom  by  intellectual  and 
moral  regeneration. 
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Its  work  for  the  past  thirty-two  years  has  been  steadily 
in  the  line  thus  prefigured.  It  has  avoided  religious  discus- 
sion and  political  interference.  It  has  endeavored  to  raise  the 
standing  of  oppressed  Israel  wherever  located,  bv  making 
them  in  sympathy  with  the  nations  with  whom  they  were 
dwelling,  as  patriotic  as  their  neighbors,  so  that  the  mistakes 
of  sectarianism  could  not  be  charged  against  the  schools  that 
the  Alliance  was  developing.  In  Turkey,  the  pupils  are 
taught  the  language,  history  and  geography  of  Turkey;  in 
Bulgaria  and  Roumania,the  pupils  are  taught  the  history  and 
geography  of  those  countries,  and  in  Morocco  the  pupils  of 
the  schools  at  Tangiers,  Tetuan  and  Fez,  rival  the  Moorish 
children  in  their  eagerness  to  be  informed  about  the  history 
and  development  of  this  ancient  domain.  While  insisting  on 
its  pupils’  familiarity  with  the  history  and  genius  ofjuda 
ism,  it  admonishes  them  unfailingly  to  be  patriotic;  to  be 
French  in  France,  German  in  Germany,  English  in  the  Eng. 
lish  colonies.  Its  aim  is  to  level  the  barriers  that  separate  the 
Jews  from  other  peoples,  to  make  Judaism  a living  creed,  not 
a political  division. 

Education  is  thus  the  sole  work  of  the  Alliance— teach- 
ing the  children  of  the  poor  and  the  ignorant  in  the  language 
and  traditions  of  the  country  ol  their  birth,  that  they  shall 
not  be  strangers  within  their  own  land,  and  teaching  tolerance 
to  the  representatives  of  authority  in  regions  where  benighted 
prejudice  and  restrictive  laws  still  subject  the  Jews  to  harsh 
treatment  and  grievous  wrong. 

As  soon  as  the  Central  Committee  learns  of  any 
act  of  oppression  due  to  the  revival  of  antiquated  laws,  or 
the  enactment  of  new  legislation  opposed  to  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  its  Secretary  appeals  to  the  better  sense  of  the 
government  through  the  local  press,  and  tries  to  reach  the 
ear  of  the  leaders  of  thought  and  action  by  timely 
presentation  of  liberal  ideas  and  argument.  The  press  has 
been  its  noblest  champion.  While  prejudice  has  at  times 
found  its  way  into  newspaper  columns  and  tried  to  befoul  the 
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pure  record  of  Judaism,  these  have  been  but  exceptional  ca- 
ses— in  the  newspapers,  Judaism  has  in  the  main  had  a fair 
field,  and  through  the  outspoken  and  valiant  words  of  liberal 
editors,  it  has  won  its  peaceful  victories  vast!}’  more  substan- 
tial than  if  obtained  at  the  point  of  the  sword  — the  doubtful 
issuance  of  military  contest. 

The  Alliance  is  recognized  for  its  peaceful,  humanitar- 
ian mission  in  all  liberal  Governments.  Its  petition  to  diplo- 
matic agents  to  intervene  in  any  instance  of  oppression,  is 
never  in  vain.  Its  remonstrances  to  Spain,  Turkey,  and 
Greece,  are  no  less  effective  than  to  the  liberal  representatives 
of  England,  France,  Italy  and  Germany;  and  even  in  Russia, 
where  political  exigencies  have  checked  the  progress  of  relig- 
ious freedom, the  government  appreciates  the  position  of  the 
Alliance  towards  its  oppressed  brethren  and  has  on  many  occa- 
sions exhibited  its  sympathy  and  given  ear  to  its  remon- 
strances. 

The  Alliance  schools  are  established  along  the  Mediter. 
ranean,  spread  in  Turkey  and  Bulgaria,  are  to  be  found  in 
Asia,  and  are  flourishing  in  Morocco.  Instead  of  the  narrow 
and  ill-ventilated  Talmud  Torah,  these  schools  are  commodi- 
ous, airy,  and  under  modern  methods,  with  teachers  trained 
to  give  varied  instruction.  The  pupils  are  taught  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  world,  and  their  eyes  are  opened  beyond  the 
limited  area  that  they  used  to  view.  Everywhere  the  estab- 
lishment of  these  schools  has  inspired  in  neighboring  classes 
and  sects  respect  for  the  Jews,  and  they  are  used  as  models  for 
others  to  follow  in  reorganizing  their  systems  of  instruction . 

In  addition  to  the  general  education  of  the  children, 
they  acquire  practical  knowledge  in  trades  and  agriculture  ; 
the  girls  are  taught  housework  and  needlework.  Each  school 
has  a library  of  over  300  volumes.  In  the  Jerusalem  school, 
there  are  six  workshops  — for  upholstery,  tailoring,  shoemak- 
ing, turning,  etc. 

In  the  Jaffa  Agricultural  School,  formed  in  1870,  the 
Porte  leased  240  hectares  of  fine  land  at  a nominal  rent,  the 
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lease  to  extend  indefinitely.  So  much  has  this  school  grown 
that  a recent  report  gives  a glowing  description  of  the  state  of 
the  buildings,  the  large  products  of  the  farms  and  the  prospects 
of  the  pupils.  They  raise  oxen,  sheep,  horses,  mules, 
pigeons,  etc.  The  annual  output  of  oranges  exceeds 
1 50.000.  Among  the  pupils  are  twenty  gardeners,  ten  wine- 
growers and  carpenters,  tanners  and  blacksmiths.  There  are 
too  pupils  in  all,  fifty  being  Russian  exiles,  the  rest  natives  or 
Turkey  and  Roumania.  On  leaving  the  school,  graduates 
receive  a subvention  of  nearly  1000  frs.  These  graduates  find 
ready  work,  as  directors  of  other  schools  and  farms  in  the 
East  and  in  the  Argentine.  The  expenses  of  the  school  for 
this  year  reach  98,000  francs.  The  assured  income  will  not 
reach  75,000  francs. 

The  following  is  the  schedule  of  the  various  schools  at 
present  managed  by  the  Alliance  : 

SCHOOL.  PUPILS. 


Aleppo, 

Bovs. 

i°5 

Girls. 

114 

Adrianople, 

786 

451 

Bagdad, 

144 

— 

Beyrut, 

92 

95 

Bottosani, 

243 

Bursa, 

80 

40 

Chumla, 

147 

1 02 

Constantinople, 

1 020 

749 

Damascus, 

536 

*37 

Dardanelles, 

100 

95 

Fez, 

. 1 20 

— 

Haifa, 

130 

— 

Jaffa, 

180 

— 

Jerusalem,  . 

200 

— 

Magnesia, 

1 60 

— 

Mogador,  . 

82 

— 

Philippopolis, 

276 

'3* 

Roustchouk, 

2t5 

*5° 

Salonica, 

• . 332 

3°° 

S amcoff, 

i°5 

— 
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Smyrna, 

979 

233 

Sofia, 

. 224 

279 

Sousse, 

. 229 

— 

Tangiers,  . 

419 

217 

Tatar  Bazardjick, 

168 

239 

Tetuan, 

293 

252 

Tunis, 

1318 

870 

Varna, 

89 

— 

Yamboli, 

1 16 

— 

8888 

4454 

Of  the  pupils,  476  boys  and  416  girls  are  apprenticed 
to  various  trades. 

The  evidence  of  how  diversified  are  the  several  em- 
ployments of  the  scholars  attached  to  the  schools  of  the  Alli- 
ance is  best  exemplified  by  the  products  now  exhibited  in  this 
Columbian  Exposition,  which  embrace,  among  scores  of 
others,  such  articles  as: — 

Wines,  brandies,  olive  oils,  Smyrna  carpet,  woven  cotton  goods, 
golden  table  cover,  ornamental  Smyrna  table,  buffet,  liqueur  case, 
cradle,  trunk,  iron  grate,  iron  anchors,  compass,  iron  door,  iron  wheel, 
tub,  barrels,  cooking  utensils,  iron  window,  furniture,  locks,  shoes* 
window  frames,  pestle  and  mortar,  gold  picture  frames,  barrel  hoops, 
weighing  scales.  Hanucah  lamps,  porte-monnaies,  a model  pack-horse 
toy  furniture,  carved  work  table,  shower  bath,  bathing  tubs,  iron  orna- 
ments, carpenters’  tools,  umbrella  and  parasol  handles,  candlesticks, 
miniature  pulpit,  basin,  paper  presses,  umbrella  stand,  stool,  chairs, 
clothes  pegs,  boring  engine,  welding  irons,  bolts,  anvils,  pincers, 
punches,  vices,  saws,  picture  frame  with  embroidered  flowers,  pillows, 
leather  saddle  for  race  horse,  ladies’  leather  and  metal  belts,  embroid" 
ered  and  lace  handkerchiefs,  child's  robe  shirts,  dressed  dolls,  pictures 
worked  in  embroidery,  caps,  tapestry,  under-vests,  stockings,  shirt  front 
aprons,  trousers,  miniature  negro's  head,  linen  and  embroided  drapery 
in  morocco  album,  linen  hand- made  draperies, silk  skirts,  napkins,  dress 
trimmings,  rugs  ; pillow-slips,  commode,  dressing  armoire,  painter’s 
easel  breast  pins  in  silver,  bronze  and  glass,  &c.,  monograms  in 
metal,  vestments  for  the  Thora,  scrolls,  specimens  of  writing, 
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drawings  and  maps,  variety  of  books,  photographs  of  the 
Oriental  school  for  boys  in  Paris,  of  a class  in  the  Adrianople  school 
of  the  Talmud  Thora,  of  boys’  schools  in  Haskeuy,  Chaldea,  Beyrut. 
Damascus,  work  shops  in  Jerusalem,  Philippopolis,Salonica,  Snamacroff 
and  Smyrna,  photographic  views  of  the  Agricultural  School  in  Jaffa 
and  views  of  Tunis,  products  of  the  Agricultural  School  of  Mickvah 
Israel,  Jaffa,  and  specimens  of  varieties  of  grain. 

The  Alliance  has  Branches  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  San  Francisco  and  elsewhere. 

The  present  Exhibit  is  sent  from  the  Central  Office  in 
Paris,  in  care  of  the  “New  York  Branch,”  of  which  A.  S. 
Solomons,  45  Broadway,  New  York,  is  President. 

Joseph  Biefeld,  of  Chicago,  is  the  Hon.  Special  Manager 
of  the  Exhibit. 


To  the  New  York  Branch  of  the 

ALLIANCE  ISRAELITE  UNIVERSELLE. 

A S.  Solomons,  President, 

45  Broadway,  New  York. 

Please  enrol  me  for  membership  of  the  Alliance  Israelite 
Universelle,  at  Two  Dollars  per  year. 

Name 

Post  Office  Address 
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